THE authors have previously isolated and purified ursolic acid from heather flowers (Calluna vulgarts 
Introduction
Arachidonic acid can be oxygenated by two distinct pathways, cyclooxygenase and lipoxygenase, which differ not only in their products but also in their susceptibility to regulation by biological and pharmacological agents. Additionally, a third pathway for arachidonic acid oxygenation, via NADPHdependent cytochrome P-450 monooxygenases (epoxygenases), has been described recently in various tissues and cells. The lipoxygenase pathway converts arachidonic acid to a family of hydroxy (peroxy)eicosatetraenoic acids (H(P)ETEs) and to a series of more complex metabolites termed leukotrienes, lipoxines and hepoxylines. The Plating efficiency: Cells were plated into wells containing 2 ml of growth medium alone or in the presence of drugs (20 btM). After 24 h, cells were washed with HBSS and were removed from wells with 0.5 ml of trypsin/EDTA (Gibco). Adherent cells were counted using a haemocytometer. All the tested drugs (1 to 30 btM) had no effect on cell viability after 1 h and 6 h of incubation. Table 1 shows that ursolic acid has more effect on plating efficiency than does either uvaol or oleanolic acid. In contrast, its methyl ester had no effect on plating efficiency. Figure 3 shows the dose-dependent inhibitory effect of ursolic acid and its analogues after 5 
